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LIVE CHRIST, SHARE CHRIST

A Lay Response to the Call to

the New Evangelization
LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

(5 sessions)
An Initiations Course for

Mainstreaming Catholic Lay Evangelization

INTRODUCTION


The Roman Catholic Church has issued the call to the New Evangelization. Pope John Paul II desired “to undertake the Church’s evangelizing mission with renewed enthusiasm.” Pope Benedict XVI stressed its new character, given the social and cultural changes in the world today and the widespread de-Christianization of baptized Christians. The Church looks “to devise new tools and new expressions to ensure that the word of faith .... be heard more and be better understood, even in the new deserts of this world.”


The secularized Western world is such a desert. All the nations of the world are under threat by this continuing desertification.


The reality is that few Catholics actually truly live out their Christian faith. Many do not go to Sunday Mass. Many go but do all sorts of sinful things outside of the Church. For those who do good, many do not go deeper in their faith life. Even further, Catholics are being lost at an alarming rate to fundamentalists, sects and cults, all antagonistic to the Catholic Church.


Thus there is a dire need to re-evangelize Catholics. Catholics need to meet Christ, live Christ, and share Christ.


Many Catholics, even those who go to Church regularly, do not really know Jesus. They do not have a personal relationship with him. They have not experienced the transforming power of his Spirit.


Many who may know Jesus have not gone deeper in their relationship with him. They are not living Christ. They are unaware of the call to true discipleship, to holiness, to Christian perfection.


And most lay Catholics do not share Christ, that is, they do not evangelize others so that these might meet Christ and start to live Christ. They are not aware that every Christian is supposed to be an evangelizer. Thus, even for a good Catholic, if he does not share Christ, then he becomes the most selfish of people.


This LCS is intended to bring many more Catholics to meet Christ, live Christ and share Christ. This is the true Christian life. This is the call to the New Evangelization. 


While there can be various ways of responding to the call, one particular response is the Live Christ, Share Christ (LCSC) Movement. This manual focuses on a particular methodology of LCSC, which is a program called a Life in Christ Seminar (LCS). It is intended for Catholics to meet Christ, live Christ and share Christ. It is designed for rapid and massive evangelization, accompanied by the systematic empowerment of laypeople to participate in the work, based in parishes. 


It is hoped that through the Live Christ, Share Christ (LCSC) movement, the Church will be able to mainstream Catholic lay evangelization, that will work for renewal and revival in the Catholic Church.

*     *     *

THE LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

(5 sessions)

The LCS is an integrated course intended to lead seminar participants into a renewed understanding of God’s call to them as Catholics. It comprises a total of 5 separate sessions. The course has several basic ingredients: prayers, songs, teaching, group discussion and fellowship.


The LCS has one basic purpose: bringing participants to a personal relationship with Jesus, and getting them started on living a truly Spirit-filled Christian life. It is about transformation in Christ and renewal in the Spirit. It is about bringing nominal or lapsed Catholics back to God and back to the Church.

What is the content of the LCS?


The topics of the 5 sessions are as follows:


#1  --  Jesus the Messiah


#2  --  Called to Witness


#3  --  Repentance and Faith


#4  --  The Gift of the Holy Spirit


#5  --  Growing in the Spirit


These topics are based on the sermon of Peter on the day of Pentecost, when he proclaimed the gospel and 3,000 people accepted the message of salvation. 

What is each session about?

Jesus the Messiah

“Jesus the Nazorean was a man commended to you by God ....” (Acts 2:22a)


This talk speaks about the dire situation in the world today. The world has turned away from God. Only God can make things right. Thankfully, God has His wonderful plan for us, not for woe but for a future full of hope. This is why He sent His Son Jesus.


We need to look to Jesus and accept him as Savior and Lord. In Jesus we experience the fullness of God’s love for us. It is Jesus who helps us overcome the enemy who is an evil being. In Jesus we have our salvation.

Called to Witness
“of this we are all witnesses.” (Acts 2:32b)

This talk speaks about what is expected of us, if we are to truly experience the fullness of life in Jesus. An authentic Christian is one who has met and knows Christ, is living Christ, and shares Christ. We must enter into a personal relationship with Jesus. We must respond to his call to holiness and discipleship. We must witness to him and proclaim the gospel.


Further, to be authentic witnesses, we must strive to live out the two greatest commandments--love of God and love of neighbor.

Repentance and Faith
“Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38a)


This talk speaks about our response to God’s call. As we fall far short of the authentic Christian life, we need to repent and put our faith in Jesus.


Repentance involves a turning away from sin, wrongdoing and running our own lives, and a turning to a life of obedience to God. Faith, in turn, is belief in Jesus as our personal Savior.

The Gift of the Holy Spirit
“you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38c)


Aside from the talk, this is a prayer session. The call to the Christian life is difficult, not to be done on our own strength. We need the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit provides the power from above that enables us to live a normal Christian life.


Then there is praying over for baptism in the Spirit. We pray for a renewed infilling of the Holy Spirit, to enable participants to manifest a renewed outpouring of the same Spirit in their lives.

Growing in the Spirit

“They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)


This talk speaks about the five tools to growing in the Christian life. These are prayer, study, service, fellowship and the sacraments. This paves the way for people to become witnesses who can credibly share the gospel.


The participants are invited to continue their journey, as they make a commitment to the Live Christ, Share Christ movement through a covenant.

*     *     *

THE EXPANDED LCS TALK OUTLINES

SESSION No. 1:  JESUS THE MESSIAH

Goal: To meet Christ and to know the truth that God loves us and has a plan for our welfare.

Expanded Outline:

A.
The situation in the world today.

1.
The world is hurtling toward global disaster.

a)
Wars (cite some of the current wars going on).

b)
There is poverty.

*
Starvation in different parts of the world.

*
Poor people even in rich countries.

c)
There is murder.

*
Particularly despicable is abortion, resulting in the killing of millions of unborn children.

d)
There is social injustice.

e)
Assault on the family, environmental disaster, global terrorism, assault on religious freedom. A tsunami of evil is over the entire world.

2.
The world has turned away from God.

a)
Even many Christians have turned away from authentic faith.

b) 
The Church that Jesus established is being assaulted from every side, even from within.

*
Modernism, liberalism, dissent, disunity.

*
There are wolves among the sheep.

3.
Only God can make things right.

a)
The good news is that God has His wonderful plan for us. Jer 29:11.

b)
God wants to show us the way. Is 48:17.

c)
In fact, God sent His own Son to save us.

*
This is the greatest manifestation of His love and concern. Jn 3:16.

B.
So we need to look to Jesus.

1.
We need to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord. Rom 10:9.


Only Jesus is able to save. Acts 4:12.

2.
Who is Jesus?

a)
Jesus is a truly impressive person.

*
Billions today claim to be his followers.
*
Thousands have been martyred for their faith in him.

*
The book about him, the Bible, is the No. 1 best seller of all time.

b)
Jesus is an absolutely unique figure in human history.

*
He was pre-announced and his coming was expected. Because of Old Testament prophecies, people were waiting for the Messiah, which saw its fulfillment in Jesus.

*
Once he appeared on the scene, he struck history with such impact that he split it in two, dividing it into two periods: BC (before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini).

*
Every other person who came into this world came into it to live. Jesus came into the world to die. His death was the goal and fulfillment of his life.

c)
Most important of all, Jesus is God.

*
Time and again throughout his public ministry, Jesus claimed to be God.

-
Jn 8:58. Jn 10:30.

-
It was unmistakable to the Jews that Jesus was claiming to be God, because in both instances their reaction was to try to stone him for blasphemy.

*
As proof of his divinity, Jesus forgave sin. Mk 2:3-12. To the Jews, only God could forgive sin.

*
As further proof, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Jn 11:41-44. To the Jews, only God had the prerogative to give life or to take away life. Jn 5:21.

d)
Jesus himself was raised from the dead. He lives.
C.
To overcome the serious disorder in the world, we need Jesus.

1. Behind what is wrong in the world is an evil being.

a) The Bible tells us about the reality of Satan. Eph 6:12.

· We are not just confronted with particular wrongs in society. Behind all these is something bigger. Satan is orchestrating all these evils.

· On our own we cannot overcome Satan.
b)
Our human efforts apart from God will prove useless. Jn 15:5.

*
On our own strength we cannot overcome the challenges in our Christian life.

2.
And so we need Jesus.

a)
He is a spiritual being more powerful than Satan.

b)
He is the vine from which we draw life, strength and power.

c)
In Jesus we experience the fullness of God’s love. Jn 3:16.

*
When you are tempted to doubt God’s love, just look at the crucifix and see Jesus hanging on the cross for you.

D.
What do we need to do?

1. Never forget the reality.

a) God loves you. God sent His own Son Jesus. In Jesus we are saved and restored to our relationship with God, with the fullness of life that He intended.
b) God does not want you to live lives of pain, poverty or injustice. God wants the world to be a place of peace, justice and happiness. A place where He would reign!
2. We are given a choice: to live under the dominion of darkness, a life of slavery under Satan, or to live in the kingdom of God, a life of freedom, dignity, peace and happiness.

3. Let us accept Jesus the Messiah as our Savior and our Lord.

*     *     *

SESSION No. 2 :  CALLED TO WITNESS
Goal: To understand what it means to live Christ as a living witness to him.
Expanded Outline

A.
God has done everything to enable us to experience salvation. But we need to respond. We need to live out the good news that is Jesus in our lives.
B.
What is authentic Christianity? It is meeting Christ, living Christ, and sharing Christ.

1.
To meet and know Christ is to be in a personal relationship with him. 

a)
Jesus is alive and wants to be intimately involved in our lives.

b)
It is being a friend of Jesus.

2.
To live Christ is to respond to the call to holiness and discipleship.

a)
We are to be holy as God is holy. 1 Pt 1:15-16.

*
We are called to Christian perfection. Mt 5:48.

b)
We are to be true disciples. Lk 9:23.

* 
Self-denial.

*
Embrace of the cross.

*
Following Jesus.

3.
To share Christ is to participate in witnessing to Jesus and proclaiming the gospel in the normal day-to-day circumstances of our lives.
4.
Further, we are to love God and neighbor. Mk 12:28-31.

C.
Loving God.

1.
What it means to love God with all our heart.
a)
To love God with all our heart is to be totally committed to Him.

*
It is a decision to put God first, to be loyal to Him, to place His will and interest above our own.

b)
How do we put the Lord first in our life?

*
It requires a decision to obey Him. Jn 14:15.

*
We need to develop a personal relationship with Him.  

-
We need to spend regular time with Him in prayer.

2.
What it means to love God with all our mind.

a)
To love God with all our mind means to serve Him with the use of our mind, or simply to make available our minds for His purposes.

b)
Using our minds can have incredible consequences for society.

*
It can be applied to contribute to world progress (e.g., science, neurosurgery). Or it can become an instrument for destruction (e.g., nuclear bomb, biological warfare).

c)
How do we love and serve God with our mind?

*
Keep your mind clean and holy.

*
Be very discerning in the use of TV, the Internet and other media, which can expose our minds to inputs not consistent with Christian living. 

*
Let your mind be preoccupied with the things of God.

-
How you can please God.

-
Fill your mind with thoughts of God. Read the Bible, Christian books and other helpful Christian literature that can help form your mind.

3.
What it means to love God with all our strength.

a)
This means making all our resources available to God—time, money, energy, possessions, gifts, abilities.

*
We are God’s creation. He owns us. What we call “ours” is not really ours but His. We are mere stewards.
*
We have a responsibility to manage and use well the resources given to us. We must act according to God’s interests.

b)
Concrete steps we can take: 
*
With money: Tithing, resource sharing, almsgiving.
*
Time and talent.

-
Use it not just for ourselves, but for others.

-
Volunteer to do Christian service.

4. 
What it means to love God with all our soul.

a) We are to love God with our whole being (Lk 10:27)—emotional, spiritual, mental, physical. The love of God must engage the total person.
b) We are God’s creation, called to be holy, intended by Him to spend eternity together with Him. While in this world, we are to love God with all our soul.

D.
Loving neighbor.

1.
Loving God and loving neighbor go together. 1 Jn 4:20-21. Thus it is clear: no love for others, no Christianity.

2.
What Christian love is not.

a)
Love is not only having positive feelings.

*
Love is often equated with feelings of sexual attraction, personal affection.

*
But feelings change and thus cannot be the sole basis for love.

b)
Love is not always saying “yes.”

*
To serve others or to put them first does not mean never turning down opportunities to serve. Sometimes you are unable. Sometimes you should not, even if able.

*
We have the wrong concept of a loving person as a nice guy who tries to please everybody.

c)
Love is not self-seeking.

*
The focus in loving is not ourselves but others. By its nature, Christian love is ready for self-denial.

3.
So what is Christian love? 
a) Jesus spoke of a love that is connected with keeping God’s commandments. Jn 15:9-10.

*
There can be no Christian love apart from righteousness. Loving is not compatible with sinning.

*
The world’s experience shows that love apart from God has become convoluted with sin (e.g., sex outside marriage).

b)
Jesus was specific about how we are to love one another. Jn 15:12.

*
We are not free to change or dilute Jesus’ direction.

c)
How does Jesus love? Jn 15:13. With a self-sacrificial love.

*
It is not just giving our time, imparting our wisdom, praying for others, etc., but it is being willing to die for others.

4.
But most are not called to actually die for others. How then do we translate love into practical everyday terms?

a)
The answer is in Jn 13:1-5 (the foot-washing episode).

* 
What Jesus did was most unusual, because it was the task of the youngest slave. Thus Peter objected.

b) 
Thus, dying on the cross was not the only example Jesus gave. He demonstrated Christian love as service love.

c)
When he finished, Jesus told them to do likewise. Jn 13:14-15.

*
Later he commanded them to love each other according to his example. Jn 13:34.

5.
And who is our neighbor? Can you choose whom to love?

a)
The answer is in the parable of the good Samaritan. Lk 10:29b-37.

*
The Jews hated the Samaritans, who had inter-married among the gentiles. Thus it was remarkable for this Samaritan to help the Jew who was robbed and beaten.

b)
The implication for us: all persons in need of our help are our neighbors.

6.
How do we love in everyday life?

a)
Characteristics of Christian love. 1 Cor 13:4-7.

b)
Read the passage yourself but substitute “I” for “love.”

E.
God has loved us. Jesus has saved us. We are to respond by witnessing to God’s love and salvation.
*     *     *
SESSION No. 3:  REPENTANCE AND FAITH

Goal: To start to live Christ by repenting of sin and turning to a renewed faith in Jesus.

Expanded Outline

A.
We can see that we fall far short of the authentic Christian life.

1.
We are now called to respond to God’s love, grace and fellowship. Our proper response is repentance and faith. Mk 1:15.

a)
We need to repent, i.e., to reform our lives. 

b)
And we need to believe in the gospel, i.e., have faith in Jesus and the message he brings.

2.
Repentance and faith go together. It is a double-action response. It is inadequate just to have one without the other.

a)
To just reform our lives is an inadequate response to God. Even pagans can be good. We need to also believe in Him and in His plans and promises.

b)
To simply believe in God without doing anything to reform our lives to become pleasing to God is also inadequate. Faith necessarily needs to be connected to morality. In other words, faith without works is dead.

B.
Repentance.

1.
The Greek word for repentance is “metanoia,” which literally means a change of mind.

a)
It is not just a simple confession of wrongdoing. Rather, it refers to a change in direction.

*
It is a significant change in the way you live your life: dropping an old set of ideals and values by which you live your life and adopting new ones.

*
Repentance affects the way you think and act, your attitudes, motives, thought and behavior.

b)
More specifically, repentance means: 

*
A turning away from sin, evil, wrongdoing. 
*
This includes a turning away from running your own life. It is turning to a life of obedience to God and having Jesus on the throne of your life.

2.
What repentance is not.

a)
It is not dependent on feelings.

*
Rather, it depends on an objective decision to accept only God’s righteousness into one’s life and reject anything not compatible with this.

b)
It is not being sorry for sin because we are afraid of the consequences.

*
We should not confuse sorrow for sin with sorrow for the consequences of sin. We must hate sin itself.

3.
What must we do to repent?

a)
Be honest. Admit that we have sin in our lives.

*
Call a spade a spade. If it is sin, do not call it a “growth experience.”

b)
Renounce sin. Actively turn away from sin and decide not to do it again.

c)
Ask God’s forgiveness.

*
Because every sin is a sin against God. Ps 51:6.

*
Be confident of God’s forgiveness. 1 Jn 1:9.

*
Story of the prodigal son. Lk 15:11-24. If we turn back to our Father, no matter how badly we have lived our lives, He will restore us to our rightful place as His child.

d)
Avail of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, i.e., go to a priest for confession.

4.
There are specific sins we need to renounce. These are serious sins that are totally incompatible with a relationship with God (that is, mortal sin). We are not referring to just so-called “small stuff” (i.e., venial sin, e.g., character flaws like always getting irritated), though these too have to be repented of. These mortal sins are:

a)
Spiritualism and the occult.

*
This includes witchcraft, fortune telling, seances, playing spirit of the glass, etc.

b)
Sexual wrongdoing.

*
This includes sexual intercourse outside marriage, adultery, active homosexuality.

c)
Abortion. Also contraception, which the Church says is an intrinsic evil.

d)
Serious crimes such as murder, rape, kidnapping, robbery, corruption.

e)
Drunkenness (not just drinking but drunkenness) and getting stoned on drugs.

f)
Not going to Sunday Mass every week.

C.
Faith.

1.
Faith is belief in the gospel, which is the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.

2.
Faith is a personal act and decision. It has several aspects (Rev 3:20).

a)
It is a definite act. We must open the door if Jesus is to come into our lives.

b)
It is an individual act. We need to open the door to our own heart. No one can do that for us.

c)
It is a deliberate act. We do not have to wait for a supernatural light to flash upon us from heaven (like Paul’s experience) or an emotional experience to overtake us. We already know that Jesus came into this world and died for our sins. He is now standing outside the door of our hearts and is knocking. The next move is ours.

d)
It is an urgent act. The future is uncertain and time is passing away.

e)
It is an indispensable act.

*
It is part of our double-action response.

*
It is the step needed to receive all God has promised. Faith is relying on all God has said. Example of Peter walking on the water (Mt 14:25-29).

3.
God has promised us new life. Faith is accepting that life and letting God show us how to live it. We must be willing to do whatever God wants of us, and actually do it.

D.
Consequences of repentance and faith.

1.
Acts 16:31.

a)
A promise of salvation from sin, Satan, death.

b)
A promise of forgiveness and eternal life with God.

2.
Luke 11:9-13.

a)
A promise of new life in the Spirit.

b)
We can pray for a greater release of the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

E.
2,000 years ago, Jesus sounded the call to repentance and faith. It is the same call to us today. We are called to turn away from sin and all obstacles to God, and to accept Jesus as Lord.

*     *     *

MINI TALK for VOCAL PRAYER

A.
Today I want to teach you another way of praying than what most Catholics are used to. Typically, most Catholics are only used to quieter ways of praying, e.g. silence, or just one person praying out, or just simple responses to another’s prayers. Singing is one exception to the quieter approach most Catholics take.

B.
But the Bible shows other ways of prayer that are more varied and expressive.

1.
We can learn from how the Israelites, God’s chosen people, praised God. We look to their hymnbook, the book of Psalms.

a)
Ps 95:1-2. Singing and crying out.

b)
Ps 81:2-4. Singing, shouting and playing instruments.

c)
Ps 150:3-5. Playing instruments and making a loud noise. The whole orchestra!

d)
Ps 63:5. Raising hands.

e)
Ps 47:2. Clapping.

f) 
Ps 149:3; 150:4. Dancing.

*
The story of David in 2 Sm 6:14-16.

2.
In these passages, the Lord is being acclaimed as a king, with shouts, songs, instruments and dancing. When a king entered his throne room or appeared before an assembly of his people, all would stand and acclaim him with shouts and songs to express their love and loyalty, like “Long live the king!”

3.
This is a good way to worship the Lord.

4.
The angels and saints in heaven worship God in the same way. Rev 19:1,5-6. Since we are going to heaven, we might as well get used to heavenly worship now.

C.
A key element of this type of prayer is simultaneous praising. This is when people praise God in a loud voice all at the same time.

1.
We praise God by acclaiming who He is (e.g., Lord of lords, King of kings, the Alpha and the Omega, etc.) and what He has done for us (our many blessings).

2.
This type of prayer helps us enter into the throne room of God, where we can truly feel His presence in our midst.

3.
This type of prayer also allows us to worship actively as a community, in a way that is enjoyable, inspiring and faith-building.

D.
We are going to do some vocal prayer in a short while.

1.
At first it may seem strange or chaotic. But it is neither. Or to others it might be a turn-off. Please just be open to it. It is new and will take some getting used to.

2. But if you feel foolish, that is OK. You are in good company. We are all fools for Christ.

a)
At Pentecost, some scoffers thought the apostles were drunk.

b)
David made a fool of himself and so was despised by his wife Michal (2 Sm 6:16b). But David chose God first of all. 2 Sm 6:21-22.

3.
First we will sing a song of praise. During the song you can raise your hands, clap your hands, sway to the music. Right after the song we all together praise God in a loud voice. Then we sing another fast song and do the same.

4.
Remember: we are coming before the great King of the universe. Let us acclaim our King and worship Him!

*     *     *

SESSION No. 4:  THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Goal: To understand the role of the Holy Spirit, and to receive the baptism in the Spirit.
Expanded Outline

A.
To overcome sin, to reform our lives, to be holy, to be true disciples, to love our neighbor, all these are very difficult. We cannot do this on our own strength. We need a power outside ourselves. That is the Holy Spirit.
1.
Many people during the prophet Ezekiel’s time were enmeshed in sin and spiritual lifelessness, like many Christians today. This is what God said to them:

a)
Ez 36:26. God’s promise of the Holy Spirit.

b)
Ez 36:27. God’s promise of help and power to do what is right. The Holy Spirit gives us the power.

2.
The Spirit that God promised through Ezekiel, Jesus gave to his disciples.

a)
First Jesus stressed the Spirit’s importance. Jn 16:7.

b)
Then Jesus told them he would send them the Spirit so they can be true witnesses. Lk 24:48-49.

3.
Much of Christianity today looks weak, lacking in power and effectiveness.

a)
But Christians have not always been so lifeless. The early Christian movement was dynamic, strong, attractive.

*
From a small sect, it conquered the Roman empire.

b)
That same power is available to us today. That is the power of the Holy Spirit.

c)
We need to know the Holy Spirit not just as a doctrine, but as a Person Who truly affects our lives.

d)
Such life in the Spirit was normal for the early Christians. They truly experienced the Holy Spirit at work.

*
In the book of Acts, we see the Holy Spirit acting among them, guiding them, speaking to them, giving them gifts, sending them on mission.

4.
God wants all men to have this new life. This new life in the Spirit is available to all who turn away from a life of sin and receive Jesus as Savior and Lord.

B.
Receiving the Holy Spirit (what does it mean?).

1.
The experience of the early disciples.

a)
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit and tells them to wait. Lk 24:49.

b)
On the day of Pentecost (a Jewish holiday), the Holy Spirit came. Acts 2.

*
An exciting event. Noise like a strong wind, fire, speaking in tongues.

*
Pilgrims from all over were amazed.

*
Peter proclaims the gospel. 3,000 are converted!

*
The Holy Spirit created bonds of love and unity among the new Christians. The Church was born.

c)
Others as well received the Holy Spirit.

*
Acts 8:14-17 (Samaria). Acts 10:44-46 (Cornelius). Acts 19:6 (Ephesus).

*
Those who received the Holy Spirit knew the Lord more personally and more experientially.

2.
What does receiving the Holy Spirit (or being baptized in the Spirit) mean for us today?

a)
We can experience the same power and gift of the Spirit that the early Christians did.

*
Same relationship with Jesus.

*
Same transforming power.

*
Same deep worship. 

*
Same power for speaking the gospel.

b)
We can receive the same spiritual gifts. 1 Cor 12:1,4-11.

*
Expound briefly on each gift (Reference: Book “Renewing the Face of the Earth”).

c)
A word on the gift of tongues.

*
Tongues is a common experience with the baptism in the Spirit. Just like in Acts.

*
It is a gift from God. Thus it is important.

*
Unlike the other spiritual gifts, tongues is a gift that is immediately manifest.

*
Tongues can have great consequences on one’s spiritual life, especially prayer and worship. 1 Cor 14:2 -- We are enabled to truly speak to God. 1 Cor 14:14 – We are able to connect with God in prayer because it is our spirit connecting also to God who is a spiritual Being.

3.
How can we receive the baptism in the Spirit?

a) God has promised us the Holy Spirit. Lk 11:9-13.

b) So we simply take God up on His promise. We ask our Father to give us the Holy Spirit.

*
We can be sure we will receive the Spirit because God said so. We just need to ask in faith.

C.
 We would like to pray for and with you for the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

1.
First, as a manifestation of repentance and faith, we will ask you to make your re-commitment to Christ. This was your baptismal commitment. Then we will pray over you.

2.
Be aware of obstacles to receiving God’s gifts.

a)
An unrepentant attitude. Refusing to admit sin as sin.

b)
Feeling unworthy. As such, we draw away from God’s offered embrace.

c)
Fear. 

*
Of what others will think, of looking foolish, of being overtaken. 

*
Of what God might ask of us.

d)
Doubt. That God promised and will give the Spirit if we ask.

e)
Pride. Attitude of not wanting or needing God’s gifts.

3.
You know what you need. Ask for it.

a)
More courage to live the Christian life, strength to fight temptation, more knowledge of God, etc.

b)
God is offering you various gifts. Be open to whatever God wants to give you.

D.
The prayer session.

1.
Explain the procedure quickly.

2.
Sing the song “Create in me.”

3.
Do the prayer of “Commitment to Christ.”

4.
Pray over for baptism in the Spirit. At some point, sing “Spirit of the Living God.”

5.
After the praying over, have a short worship time (including singing in tongues).

E.
Closing exhortation.

1.
Different people have different experiences.

a)
Feeling is not the important thing. Rather, look for the new way that God is at work in you and respond to it (e.g., a new desire for prayer, for Scripture, etc.).

b)
If you did not speak in tongues, do not worry about it. Do not equate being baptized in the Spirit with getting the gift of tongues.

*
Continue to be open to the Lord forming your praise into tongues.

2.
Be aware that Satan can tempt you to doubt.

a)
Satan is seeking to rob everyone of God’s gift. For him the next best thing to keeping you from getting the gift is to keep you from using it.

b)
Do not let feelings of doubt bother you. Just remember the fact that God promised it and that you asked for it, and so you have received it.

3.
Do not expect all your problems to go away all at once, though many will. The Holy Spirit will make a big change in you, and you will see it. But not everything will change. Some things will take a while to get worked out. But now you have a new power to use in working them out.

*     *     *
SESSION No. 5:  GROWING IN THE SPIRIT

Goal: To learn the basic tools to growth and maturity as Christians.

Expanded Outline

A.
The baptism in the Spirit is only a beginning. Now we need to grow in this new life in the Spirit.

1.
In order to grow, we need to make use of the basic means of growth that the Lord provides us. These are: prayer, study, service, the sacraments, and fellowship.

2.
The Christian life can be pictured as a wheel of a cart. It has three components:

a)
The outer rim. This is the part of the wheel that meets the road. This represents daily Christian life.

b)
The hub. This is the part of the wheel from which the power emanates to the rim. It holds the wheel together. The hub is our Lord Jesus Christ, who is at the center of our lives. The power is that of the Holy Spirit.

c)
The spokes. These transmit the power and direction from the hub to the rim. In Christian experience, the spokes are the means of putting our whole life in contact with Christ, so that our life can be transformed by his power.

B.
The first tool: prayer.

1.
Prayer is the primary means for establishing and maintaining a deep and loving personal relationship between ourselves and God.

2.
A successful prayer life involves 3 important principles.

a)
Our prayer must be faithful.

*
Decide to spend time with the Lord everyday.

*
Decide on the practical details.

-
When? Decide on a specific time of the day and protect that. 

-
Where? Mt 6:6. A place where you will not be disturbed or distracted.

-
How long? Begin with 5 to 10 minutes, and increase later.

*
Adopt a format to begin.

-
ACTS. Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving, Supplication.

-
Use daily prayer guides.

b)
Our prayer must be led by the Holy Spirit.

*
Scheduled and structured prayer is helpful, but could make our prayer dry and mechanical. Be open to changing your format as the Spirit leads.

c)
Our prayer must be centered on a relationship with Jesus.

*
Prayer is a means to an end, not an end in itself. Our goal is not “to pray” or even “to pray well,” but to grow in our relationship with the Lord.

*
People can get wrapped up in techniques. While these can help, prayer is really very simple. It is a matter of loving God and being loved by Him.

3.
The intercession of Mary and the saints is a powerful tool of prayer. A devotion to Mary and the saints is part and parcel of a Catholic’s faith. Praying the Holy Rosary is such a tool.

C.
The second tool: study.

1.
We need to know God and understand Him and His ways. Study is a deliberate, focused exercise of the intellect, not referring primarily to scholarly or academic endeavor but to the wider process of understanding more about God so we can love and better serve Him.

2.
Three ways we can learn more about God.

a)
The Bible.

*
This is the most important, because this is the very word of God. It teaches us who God is, what He has done, and what He wants us to do.

*
We should read the Bible daily.

-
Start with 10 to 15 minutes.

-
Pursue a more deliberate study of portions of the Bible.

-
We should make it a goal to read the whole Bible.

*
We should attend seminars that help us learn more about the Bible and Bible methodologies.

b)
Spiritual reading.

*
After reading what God has said of Himself (Bible), we can read what men have said about God. We can draw on spiritual insights and study done throughout the life of the Church.

*
This includes reading spiritual books, magazines, articles, etc.

c)
Teachings and preachings.

*
Our teaching and formation program in the parish.

*
The word of God spoken in the Sunday homily, in parish events, in conferences, etc.

D.
The third tool: service.

1.
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, is at work in us, not just for our personal development but also to equip us for effective service for him and his people.

2.
We need to take on a mentality of service so that we see our whole life given over to God’s work. We need to take on the heart of a servant, just like Jesus. Mt 20:26-28.

a)
As we put the Lord first in our lives, he calls us to reach out also to others.

b)
Service helps us grow because it touches the most basic attitudes we have of ourselves and our independence. To serve others is to be humble.

3.
Ways we can serve:

a)
First we serve God by the way we live.

*
Daily prayer and Scripture reading.

*
Pursuit of righteousness and holiness.

b)
We also serve by performing the basic responsibilities God has given us in our daily lives.

*
E.g., as spouse, as parent, as employee, etc.

c)
Then we serve our fellow men by recognizing the many built-in opportunities for service in day-to-day life.

*
E.g., hospitality, offering a ride, babysitting, visiting the sick, etc.

d)
Make ourselves and our resources available for God’s work. Our time, talent, treasure.

*
Do good works. Jas 2:14-17.

*
Support through prayer and financial giving Catholic ministries that further the spread of the gospel.

*
Look for opportunities to give your time and energy to serve in a Catholic group on a regular basis.

*
Serve in and support the life of your parish.

e)
Evangelize. Share Christ with family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and the world at large.

E.
The fourth tool: the sacraments and devotion to Mary.

1.
The most important tool for spiritual growth are the sacraments. They are the main channels of God’s grace for our lives.

2.
We recommend frequent confession (Penance) and communion (Eucharist).

a)
Though confession is required only once a year, we should avail of this more often. We of course should immediately go to confession if we have committed mortal sin.

b)
Though communion is required only once a year during the Easter season, we should receive communion, with the proper disposition, whenever we go to Mass, which should be at least every Sunday.

3.
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is the foremost disciple of Jesus and we can grow by imitating her and asking for her intercession.

F.
The fifth tool: fellowship.

1.
Fellowship refers to almost everything that Christians do together as a body. It is the concretization of a spiritual reality, that we are brothers and sisters belonging to one family.

2.
We do not become complete Christians by ourselves. We must be joined to others in order to experience the fullness of Christian life.

a)
We need the support of others. We need their wisdom and strength.

b)
We need to do things together. Fellowship is not an optional extra.

3.
Some ways to experience Christian fellowship.

a)
Worship in liturgies, prayer meetings, conferences.

b)
Coming together for teaching and formation.

c)
Serving together (like the team in this LCS).

d)
Parish events.

e)
Social gatherings.

G. 
Putting it all together.

1. In this LCS we have met Christ, we have are learning how to live Christ, and we are empowered to share Christ.

a) We need to enter more deeply into a life in Christ. Deeper transformation. Greater empowerment. More zeal for the gospel.

b) We need to help mainstream Catholic lay evangelization. We must help bring Catholics back to God and back to the church.

c) All this can happen through the LCSC movement in our parish.

2. We invite you to be part of the Live Christ, Share Christ (LCSC) movement.

a)
We have a responsibility to encourage and support each other in the Christian life. We need to grow together as Catholics. We need to serve Christ and his Church.

b)
You become part of the LCSC movement through a commitment embodied in a covenant.

*
Read the LCSC covenant and explain briefly.

c)
We provide parish support.

*
Monthly prayer assembly.

*
Formation courses as needed (growth courses, marriage enrichment, youth camp, etc.).

*
Resource materials for further growth (books, CDs, etc.).

*
Other activities such as Family Days, conferences, social events.

H.
We have come to the end of the LCS, but this is not the end but just the beginning. We have before us a whole new life with Jesus and with one another. Let us go forth to live Christ and to share Christ.
*     *     *

PARTICIPANT’S HANDOUTS

LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

Session 1:  Jesus the Messiah

Participant’s Handout

1. The world is hurtling toward global disaster. But God has a wonderful plan for your good. Jer 29:11. To accomplish His plan and to show His love for you, God send Jesus into the world. Jn 3:16.

2.
We need to look to Jesus who is our Savior and Lord. Rom 10:9.

*

Jesus is God. Jn 8:58; Jn 10:30.

*

Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. Jn 15:5.

3.
An evil person stands in the way. We need to be aware of spiritual warfare. Eph 6:12.

Discussion starter:

Share about your relationship with Jesus.

The challenge:

God loves you, and manifested this when He sent His own Son Jesus to suffer and die for you. Jesus is your Savior, but to experience God’s salvation, you need to accept Jesus as your Lord. Will you open your mind and heart to appreciate God’s love for you in Jesus?

*     *     *

LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

Session 2:  Called to Witness

Partcipant’s Handout

1.
Authentic Christianity is knowing Christ, living Christ and sharing Christ.

2.
To live Christ is to respond to the call to holiness and discipleship. 1 Pt 1:15-16.

*

A call to Christian perfection. Mt 5:48.

*

A call to deny self, embrace the cross, and follow Jesus. Lk 9:23.

3.
We are commanded to love God with our all. Mk 12:30.

*

All our heart. We are to put God first.

*

All our mind. We serve God with the use of our mind.

*

All our strength. Make our resources available to God.

4.
We are commanded to love our neighbor as ourselves. Mk 12:31.

*

Loving God and loving neighbor go together. 1 Jn 4:20-21.

*

We love as God has loved us, with a self-sacrificial love. Jn 15:12-13.

*

In practical terms, we love by serving. Jn 13:4-5,14-15,34.

*

Characteristics of love. 1 Cor 13:4-7.

Discussion starter:

How are you responding to the love of God for you? In holiness, in loving God, in loving neighbor.

The challenge:

The Christian life is the highest of ideals. It is being a witness to Jesus, through our holiness of life, and through living out the two greatest commandments. Are you willing to strive for this great ideal of the Christian life? Can you live your life such that you will be a living witness to Jesus?

*     *     *

LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

Session 3:  Repentance and Faith

Participant’s Handout
1.
Our response to God’s love is repentance and faith. Mk 1:15.

*

Repentance and faith go together. It is a double-action response.

2.
Repentance is “metanoia,” a change of mind.

*

It is a change in direction, in the way we live our life.

*

Specifically, it is a turning away from sin, evil, wrongdoing and running your own life.
3.
We need to renounce specific serious sins: spiritualism & the occult, sexual wrongdoing, abortion & contraception, serious crimes, drunkenness & drugs, not going to Sunday Mass.

4.
Faith is belief in the gospel.

5.
Consequences of repentance and faith.

*

Salvation from sin, Satan, death. Acts 16:31.

*

New life in the Holy Spirit. Lk 11:9-13.

Discussion starter:

Share areas where you need to turn more fully to God.

The challenge:

Jesus sounded the call to repentance and faith 2,000 years ago. It is the same call to us today. Turn away from sin and all obstacles to God, and accept Jesus as Savior and Lord. Then take God up on all His promises.

*     *     *

LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

Session 4:  The Gift of the Holy Spirit

Participant’s Handout
1.
To fully respond to God’s call, we need a power beyond ourselves. That is the Holy Spirit.

*

God promises the Holy Spirit through Ezekiel. Ez 36:26-27.

*

Jesus sends the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Acts 2:1-4.

*

The Holy Spirit empowers us to witness. Acts 1:8.

2.
What is the effect of receiving the Holy Spirit (being baptized by the Spirit)?

*

We can experience the same power and gift that the early Christians did.

*

We receive spiritual gifts. 1 Cor 1:4-11.

*

Tongues is a common experience, and has great consequences on the spiritual life. 1 Cor 14:2,14.

3.
How do we receive the Holy Spirit?

*

We stand on God’s promise and simply ask. Lk 11:9-13.

*

We are aware of obstacles: an unrepentant attitude, feeling unworthy, fear, doubt and pride.

4.
We must nurture the new life and God’s gifts.

*

Do not allow Satan to rob you of your gift.

*

Do not expect all problems to go away at once, though many will.

*

Be faithful to a regular time of daily prayer.

The challenge:

You have claimed God’s promise of the Holy Spirit. You have been baptized in the Spirit and received new life from God. You are now beginning a new life in faith. Will you commit yourself fully to Jesus and grow in the life of the Spirit?

*     *     *

LIFE IN CHRIST SEMINAR

Session 5:  Growing in the Spirit

Participant’s Handout

1.
The baptism in the Spirit is only the beginning. Now we need to grow in this new life of the Spirit. We need to become empowered witnesses who will share Christ to others.

2.
There are 5 basic tools to growth.

*

Prayer. Our prayer must be faithful, led by the Spirit, and centered on a relationship with Jesus.

*

Study. This includes the Bible, spiritual reading (books, magazines, articles), and teachings and preachings.

*

Service. Mt 20:28. Ways we serve: By the way we live in holiness of life; by performing our basic responsibilities in life; through the opportunities in day-to-day life; by making our resources available to God; by the work of evangelization.

*

Sacraments and devotion to Mary.

*

Fellowship.

3.
The Live Christ, Share Christ (LCSC) movement.

*

Live the LCSC covenant.

*

Attend the monthly prayer assemblies.

* 

Share Christ with co-parishioners.

The challenge:

We are called to live Christ and to share Christ. We have been provided the tools with which to do so. You are now called to participate in the work of the New Evangelization. Will you give of yourself in order to enable many others to experience this new life in Christ?

*     *     *

RESOURCE PERSONS FOR THE LCS


In mounting an LCS, we need the following resource persons:

(1)
Team Leader

*
Oversee the whole LCS.

*
Assign speakers.

*
Prepare facilitators.

*
Form the service team.

*
Lead the team meeting after every session or after the whole LCS.

*
Report the results of the LCS to the parish priest, and submit formal LCS report to the LCSC Moderator.
(2)
Speakers.

*
Do the talks.

(3)
Music

*
Decide on appropriate songs for each session.

*
Provide the music.

*
Teach participants the songs.

(4) Facilitators

*
Handle the discussion groups.

*
Follow up and encourage their group participants to persevere through the LCS.

*
Encourage reading of the Bible, especially the daily readings per session.

(5) Administrative support

*
Arrange the facilities. Check the sound system.
* 
Prepare Participant’s Handouts.

*
Handle registration of participants. Keep information sheets.

*
Record the talks (if desired).

*
Keep record of attendance at the sessions.

*
Arrange for food and snacks.

*
Prepare graduation kits.

*
Clean up the venue after the LCS.

Note: Graduation kit consists of the following:

(1)
Covenant card.

(2) LCSC I.D.

(3) Daily Bible Reading Guide

(4) Paper on the Live Christ, Share Christ LOGO

(5) LCS Certificate of Participation

GUIDELINES FOR LCS SPEAKERS

Much of the teaching and Christian inputs in the LCS is done through the speakers who expound on the talks for each session. The LCS itself is the proclamation of the full gospel, and is the entry point to an empowered life in the Holy Spirit. As such, those who are assigned talks have a very important role to play in the transformation that we hope those who attend the LCS will undergo.

Following are the guidelines for LCS speakers.

(1)  Prepare well for your talk.
a) 
Read the expanded outline slowly and with full concentration. Read it again. Read it for the third time.

b)
Understand the content. Check out the scripture passages. If there is unclarity or you have any questions, ask those in a position to explain.

c)
Be comfortable with the flow of the talk from beginning to end. Have your natural transition from section to section.

(2) Stick to the outline.

a)
The LCS is one integrated course, divided into 5 sessions. The talks build up one on the other. Each talk has a basic message. Resist the temptation to put in more into the talk, based on what you know about the subject. You might obscure the basic message.

b)
Stick to the scripture quotes given.

(3) Keep to the time. The talk is for 30 to 45 minutes.

(4) Practice your talk. Be comfortable with your delivery.
(5)
Keep yourself and your talk in prayer, in the time of preparation up to the time you will deliver the talk.

(6) Rejoice in the blessing and privilege of speaking on behalf of God and His people.

a)
Know that God will use you to bless His people, but that God also blesses you as you enter more deeply into understanding Him and His ways through the talk. Your assigned talk brings you closer to holiness.

b)
Be convicted of the truths you will be speaking about. Understand and pray about these truths for your own life. Resolve to walk your talk.

God bless you and use you in the power of His Spirit.

*     *     *
LEADING A DISCUSSION GROUP

The LCS participants are divided into discussion groups for the first three sessions. Each group is led by a facilitator.
PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION GROUPS

1.
To help the participants to understand and digest the material presented.

2.
To allow them to express their thoughts and feelings, and to give them a chance to ask questions.

3.
To help people to open up and respond to God’s invitation and grace.

4.
To develop friendships among the participants, which are a big encouragement for them to continue and finish the whole LCS.

5.
To provide a place for them to begin to experience Christian fellowship, preparing the way to participation in the parish community after the LCS.

LEADING A DISCUSSION GROUP

1.
The discussion groups form and begin right after the talk. The men meet separately from the women.

2.
When first meeting as a discussion group, try to establish a relaxed atmosphere. Don’t be overly serious, but maintain control. Inspire confidence in others that you know what everybody is supposed to be doing. Remember that many people have never been in this type of discussion group.  Be clear about instructions like sitting in a circle, etc. 

3.
Start and end every discussion with a short prayer. You may ask others in your group to lead the prayer if they seem ready, but don’t put them on the spot.

4.
If the participants are still not very open or are still shy, you may have to begin the sharing yourself. This also is a good way of showing them how the discussion/sharing is to be handled.

5.
If the group is eager to respond to the talk, allow them to, without bothering with the discussion starter.

6.
Encourage shy people who don’t speak much by asking them questions. Don’t put them on the spot, however. Start with easy general questions at first, then work your way up to more specific things about themselves. Make sure everyone gets to talk during the discussion. Don’t allow anyone, including yourself, to take too much time and dominate the discussion.

  7.
One way to control dominant people in discussion groups is to speak to the person before the session begins. Encourage their sharing but impress them with the limited amount of time and the need for everyone to share.

  8.
Don’t let the discussion get off the subject. Gently but authoritatively tell them that it is time to stop this line of conversation. Suggest another time or place for such discussion to the people involved.

  9.
It is usually best to open up the discussion to any questions only after you are sure they have understood the main points of the talks, or if they won’t share. Quite often questions asked do not have anything to do with the talk.

10.
When answering questions, you don’t need to offer everything on the subject, but only what will help the person most at this time in his/her life. On the other hand, be willing to say “I don’t know” and/or “I’ll find out.”

11.
Don’t take up serious theological issues in the discussions.

12.
Don't talk down to people or appear to be an expert on something you are not.

13.
As you listen to the talk, discern which points your people especially need to hear and try to bring those out in your sharing or in theirs.  

14.
Keep your eye on the time. Make sure that there is enough time for everyone to share.
*     *     *

COMMITMENT TO CHRIST

Do you renounce Satan and all wrongdoing? (response: I do)

Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that he died to free us from our sins, and that he rose to bring us new life? (response: I do)

Will you follow Jesus as your Lord? (response: I will)

(All together) Lord Jesus Christ, I want to belong to you from now on. I want to be free from the dominion of darkness and the rule of Satan, and I want to enter into your Kingdom and be a part of your people. I will turn away from all wrongdoing, and I will avoid everything that leads me to wrongdoing. I ask you to forgive all the sins that I have committed. I offer my life to you, and I promise to obey you as my Lord. I ask you to baptize me in the Holy Spirit. AMEN.

*     *     *

PRAYING OVER FOR BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT


Lord, we praise and thank you for this time when you gather us in your name. Thank you for bringing us together in this seminar, where we have met you and have been learning about your way of life. We know that you desire so much more for us, because of your great love for us and your wonderful plan for our future. We are here now to receive the continued blessings that you have already prepared for us.


Lord, we pray for your protection first of all. We know the evil one is not happy with what you are doing in our lives, and would like to keep us from drawing closer to you. In your name we bind all the evil forces that are hovering around this place. We ask you to direct your angels to draw their fiery swords and keep the enemy away for this place. Lord, keep us safe and secure in your love and care.


Lord, we are sinners. We acknowledge our failures before you. We truly repent of how we have fallen short of your righteousness. We confess our weakness and lack of resolve in living the Christian life. We truly appreciate how time and again you have forgiven us and brought us back to yourself. We ask that you continue to deliver us from sin and evil. Strengthen us in our weakness. Keep us persevering despite obstacles. Keep us always in your tight embrace.


Lord, we are a wounded people. We have undergone experiences in life that pained us, scarred us, and kept us in bondage. We have memories of events that discourage us, weaken us, and keep us from moving forward. We may have been abused as a child. We may have been bullied in school. We may have been abandoned by parents and loved ones. We may have been rejected by peers. We may have experienced rejected or lost love. We may have been disappointed by those we look up to. We may have been betrayed. We may have been grieved by our children taking the wrong path. Lord, you know what in our past bothers and afflicts us. [(Addressing the participants) Brethren, take a few moments to present your own pain to God (pause for 7 seconds).] Lord, we ask for your healing hand upon our hearts and minds and souls. Remove the poison that lingers. Make us whole in spirit. Thank you, Lord, for the inner healing that only you can bring.


Now we come to you, Lord, for your most important promise. You said that we only need to ask and we will receive, knock and the door will be opened, that you would give your Holy Spirit to those who ask. We are before you now as a people who are asking. Lord, we need your Spirit in our lives. We need your Spirit in order to attain the victory that you have already won for us. We need your Spirit so that we might truly know you and live your way of life. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in us the fire of your love.


[(Addressing the participants) Brethren, in your hearts, in silence, ask the Lord to give you the Holy Spirit, as we continue to pray for you.] Lord, we ask that you pour out your Holy Spirit upon your people here. You promised, they have asked, and so we pray for a renewed outpouring of your Spirit in their lives. Just as on Pentecost, fill them and empower them with your Spirit. Pour your Spirit upon them. Baptize them with your Holy Spirit.


[(Addressing the participants) We will now sing “Spirit of the Living God.” Continue to ask God for a renewed infilling of His Spirit.] (Sing “Spirit of the Living God.” At the end of the song, the guitarist continues to strum, while the service team members praise God aloud, leading to singing in tongues. During the praising and singing in tongues, encourage the participants to do so as well.)


Thank you, Lord, for the outpouring of your Spirit upon your people. Thank you, Lord, for your great blessing. Thank you, Lord, for your faithfulness upon us all.


Lord, now that we have received your Holy Spirit in a new way, we look to living a more vibrant Christian life. We desire to love you and serve you more. We know you are there to help us, by your abundant grace, and also through gifts you give us. Help us in our weakness. [(Addressing the participants) Brethren, you know what you need or what you desire. Ask God for these. (Pause for 7 seconds)]. Thank you, Lord, for hearing the prayers of your people. Bless them with everything they need to live for you.


Lord, please continue to grant your people the grace to be strong Christians, committed to your way of life and to the service of your Kingdom. Keep them always in your loving embrace. Fill their hearts always with your peace and joy.


All these we ask and pray, in the mighty name of Jesus our Lord, Amen.

(Note: The prayer for baptism in the Spirit is done with the participants seated and the service team members surrounding them, with their hand(s) raised toward them. The participants are prayed over en masse. The team members pray silently in their hearts with the one doing the verbal praying over. The one praying over can use the above, prayerfully reading it, or he can pray spontaneously, but basically incorporating the different elements.)

*     *     *

LCSC COVENANT

Trusting in the Lord’s help and guidance:

1. 
I shall live as a follower of Christ.

* 
Pray and read the Bible daily.

* 
Strive for holiness and Christian perfection.

2. 
I shall be a committed and active member of my parish community.

* 
Love and serve my parish.

*
Relate in love, loyalty and respect with all parishioners.

*
Actively participate in parish events.

* 
Support the parish with my time and finances.

3.
I shall be a witness to the world of God’s love.

*
Build a strong family for Christ.

*
Actively evangelize.

*
Live out and defend the culture of life.

*
Love and care for the poor.

May the Lord Jesus Christ, with the intercession of our blessed Mother Mary, help me to faithfully live this covenant, for His greater honor and glory and for the good of my brothers and sisters. Amen.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note

The importance of having a covenant is as follows:

(1)
The LCS is just the first step in living Christ and sharing Christ. It is embarking on a path that is for life. As such, the covenant reminds LCS graduates of what God has started in their lives, and the need for a continuing response on their part.

(2)
Having a covenant reminds us of the seriousness of God’s call, and the new covenant we live in Christ.

(3)
We as Church are journeying as a people, and the covenant gives us a common framework for our journey.

(4)
Having a covenant provides us with a tool by which we call on each other to live the Christian life as we have committed to do. It helps us become our brother’s keeper, and ensures that no one is left behind.

*     *     *

AFTER THE LCS

What happens after the LCS?


The LCS is just the first part of a long journey in our life in Christ. The LCS establishes the fundamentals and points the way. Now there needs to be continuing growth.


After the LCS, those who finish and make the LCSC covenant become part of the LCSC movement. As such they will be provided with continuing formation, and they will be taught how to become evangelizers themselves.


There will be a monthly prayer assembly in the parish, so that all LCS graduates can continue to walk and grow together in Christ. The prayer assembly will have three basic components, already experienced through the LCS. There will be worship, then teaching and/or discussion and/or personal testimonies, and then fellowship.


LCSC members are also encouraged to become involved in parish life and service, according to their particular inclinations and gifts. They can join parish groups, movements, ministries, etc., where they can get further nourishment and formation.

What else will LCSC offer the parish and its parishioners?


LCSC as a movement is focused on basic and grassroots evangelization. It is not intended to replace or “compete” with existing parish groups or ministries. After the LCSC LCS, graduates can partake of the wonderful variety of parish offerings, as their needs dictate.


However, depending on the maturity and variety of offerings of the parish, LCSC stands ready to provide further formation as needed, for both parishioners and parish leaders. LCSC offers marriage retreats, youth camps, Bible studies, migrants program, chastity formation for youth, pro-life modules, templates on building integrated communities among the poor, financial stewardship program, various formation modules, cell groups, etc.


In addition, LCSC has four pillars that a parish can take on.

· Live Pure – a youth movement focused on the gospel of chastity.

· Live the Word – a simple but effective methodology of getting into the Bible, called the Liturgical Bible Study (LBS).
· Live Life – pro-life and pro-family advocacy.

· Live Full – work with the poor, through the No One in Need (NONe) movement, which provides formation, livelihood training, education, shelter and health components to poor communities.

*     *     *

THE LIVE CHRIST, SHARE CHRIST LOGO
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There are 4 basic elements in the LCSC logo -- the cross, the dove, the host and the star.

The Cross

Our task is to proclaim Christ and the salvation he won on the cross. This is the LCSC basic mission of evangelization. Our desire is for all Catholics to meet and know Christ, to live Christ and to share Christ.


Christ and his cross are at the very center of our lives and our mission. We live for Christ and we die for Christ (Phil 1:21).


The color is red, signifying the precious blood shed by Jesus on the cross, and also the call to us to lay down our very lives for the cause of Christ. It is a call to self-sacrificial love and martyrdom.

The Dove


The dove represents the Holy Spirit. We are a people who live a life in the Spirit, and who are empowered for mission by the Spirit (Acts 1:8).


The color is gold. Through the fire of the Holy Spirit, we are purified (Sir 2:5). We are to be sacrificial offerings to God (Wis 3:6). We look forward to wearing crowns of gold in heaven (Rev 4:4).

The Host


The host represents the Eucharist, which is central to our Roman Catholic faith. LCSC is about mainstreaming Catholic lay evangelization.


The white color points to the purity of our lives. We are called to a life of holiness (1 Pt 1:15-16). In fact, we are to be perfect just as the heavenly Father is perfect (Mt 5:48).

The Star


The star represents Mary, who is the Star of Evangelization. She is crucial to our work of evangelization and mission, being there through salvation history, from Genesis (Gen 3:15) to Revelation (Rev 12:1-7). 


The star is also a stylized figure of a person leaping and dancing with joy, with Christ in his/her heart and anointed by the Holy Spirit. We reflect the joy of Mary in our life and our mission (Lk 1:47-49).


The blue color signifies our consecration as a people to Mary.

*     *     *

EVANGELISTIC SPIRITUALITY


The Life in Christ Seminar (LCS) fosters a spirituality that is charismatic (as in Charismatic Renewal). The basic reason is that the spirituality for evangelization and mission is charismatic spirituality. 


While there are many different spiritualities in the Church (for example, contemplative, monastic, various religious orders), and all are valid and important, charismatic spirituality is intended by God for the work of massive evangelization.


How is this so?


First, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality of empowerment by the Spirit for worldwide mission. 


Before Jesus ascended to heaven, after having commissioned his disciples to preach the good news to all the nations, he told them to wait for the promise of the Father, by which they would be “clothed with power from on high.” (Lk 24:49). Jesus told them that they would “be baptized with the holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:5). Jesus further said, “But you will receive power when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). This baptism in the Holy Spirit is empowerment for worldwide mission.


As Catholics we of course have received the Holy Spirit in the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. In charismatic renewal, people are prayed with for the so-called baptism in the Spirit, in order that there be a renewed infilling or outpouring of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and so that they would become witnesses to bring the good news of salvation in Jesus to many others.


Second, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality of Pentecost, when the Church was born.


Jesus had told them to wait, and the disciples did as they were told. They waited in Jerusalem, praying in the upper room. Then, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon them. The manifestation of this infilling by the Holy Spirit was that the disciples “began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.” (Acts 2:4). They praised God and proclaimed “the mighty acts of God” in a loud voice. Some people thought they were drunk (Acts 2:15).


Peter was emboldened and empowered to preach one sermon where 3,000 persons were converted. He explained that what was happening was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel. God pours out a portion of His spirit upon all flesh, and people prophesy, see visions and dream dreams (Acts 2:17). Then God will work wonders and signs (Acts 2:19), so that those who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved, before the second coming of Jesus (Acts 2:20-21).


Third, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality of the early Church. 


The early Church was a charismatic Church. The baptism in the Spirit was an integral part of mission. Peter and John prayed for Jews in Samaria to receive the Holy Spirit; “they laid hands on them and they received the holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:17). Through Peter, the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on Gentiles, and they spoke in tongues and glorified God (Acts 10:45-46). Paul went to Ephesus and baptized some disciples in the name of Jesus. “And when Paul laid his hands on them, the holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.” (Acts 19:6). 


As the Church grew and became institutionalized, the charismatic dimension was diminished, and even lost. God sought to bring back this essential dimension of Church life and mission, and so the Catholic Charismatic Renewal started in the mid-1970s.


Fourth, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality of our ancestors-in-faith, the Israelites. 


God intended Israel to be His light to a pagan world. The people whom God formed as a people, whom He entered into covenant with, whom He taught about worship, were charismatic. Charismatic worship was the norm.


This is evident from their “songbook,” the Book of Psalms. They were exhorted to praise out loud, to shout, play musical instruments (loud ones like horns and cymbals), to lift their hands, to dance.


Even King David, out of joy at the return of the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, led the people in procession amid great festivities. David stripped down to a linen apron and danced with abandon, while all Israel gave out shouts of joy and to the sound of the horn (2 Sm 6:14-15).



Christians today are the new Israel. We inherit the promises of God to His chosen people. But what God intended for Israel, in raising them to be His light to the world, is also for us Christians today. This includes our spirituality. We would do well to live out such a spirituality. Even if those close to us become ashamed of us (2 Sm 6:20). Even if people think that we are drunk (Acts 2:15).


Fifth, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality that more readily brings people, especially nominal Christians, to personal conversion and transformation in Christ. 


It touches not just the minds but especially the hearts of people. When Peter preached his sermon on Pentecost, those who heard “were cut to the heart” and were led to repentance (Acts 2:37-38).


From repentance, people continue on their journey, looking to the holiness to which they are called. This is how they become effective witnesses to the faith.


Sixth, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality that provides spiritual gifts that are essential for mission. 


When the Church speaks about spiritual gifts, what is often thought of are the seven gifts in Isaiah: wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, piety, fear of the Lord (Is 11:2-3a). These are sanctifying gifts, essential for us to grow in holiness. On the other hand, there are charismatic gifts, intended for service. The main list of such gifts is in 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (there are other gifts in other passages). Sanctifying gifts are for the internal dimension of our individual Christian life, while charismatic gifts are for the external dimension of service, including building up the body.


Many of these gifts are no longer appreciated or even known. But they are crucial to evangelization and mission. For example, faith refers to the faith that moves mountains (or demolishes strongholds). Miraculous healings and mighty deeds are manifestations of the power of the Spirit. Tongues is important for prayer (1 Cor 14:2) and for connecting to the spirit of God (1 Cor 14:14).


Seventh, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality that builds Christian community.


The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples resulted in Christian community, in the establishment of the Church. The disciples began to live a communal life, characterized by formation, prayers and worship, the Eucharist, sharing of resources, meetings and fellowship, effective witness, massive evangelization (Acts 2:42-47). They even solved the problem of poverty, such that there was no one in need (Acts 4:32-35).


Everyone receives a charismatic gift (1 Cor 12:7,11). These gifts are used to build community (1 Cor 12:12,27-30), to prepare the body for service to the larger society. The work of evangelization is the work of the whole Church and not just separate individuals.


Eighth, charismatic spirituality is the spirituality of worship in heaven.


We all want to get to heaven. Now according to the vision of John, worship in heaven will be charismatic. The angels and saints praise and cry out to God in a loud voice (Rev 7:10,19:1). It will be “like the sound of a great multitude or the sound of rushing water or mighty peals of thunder” (Rev 19:6).


It would be good to get used to it while we are still on earth.


One problem in the Church today is that Catholics do not really know the Holy Spirit. They know the Father, who is Creator. They know the Son, who is Savior. But they miss out on the Holy Spirit, who is Sanctifier and who empowers for mission. It may well be that most Catholics today, when asked, “Did you receive the holy Spirit when you became believers?” (Acts 19:2), would answer, “We have never even heard that there is a holy Spirit.” (Acts 19:2).


Catholics first receive the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Baptism. Baptism cleanses us of original sin and makes us children of God. It is “a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” (Acts 19:4). Then, when we have been instructed in the faith and are mature enough to think and decide for ourselves, we receive the sacrament of Confirmation. This makes us soldiers of Christ, tasked to proclaim him to the world.


But how come many baptized and confirmed Catholics are so sinful, lethargic in their faith, not aware at all of the call to evangelize? This is where a renewed infilling or outpouring of the Holy Spirit is needed. This is accomplished through the so-called baptism in the Holy Spirit and entrance into the charismatic dimension of faith.


The Catholic Church is in essence a missionary Church. But how can she accomplish her mission without the active work of the Holy Spirit?


Do all Catholics have to be charismatics, or be part of charismatic renewal? No. But if the Catholic Church is to live up to its essence as a missionary Church, then charismatic spirituality is very helpful. We might even say crucial.
*     *     *
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